
Regina (Linskey) Lordan’s “Top Ten List” of Favorite Educational Web sites

1. Time for Kids

http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/
If you love the hard copy, then you’ll love the online version.  Time for Kids offers excellent and well-written news stories that relate to their lives but challenge young readers to think beyond their neighborhoods and communities.  There are also resources for teachers and a “Kid’s Only” section, too.

2. Scholastic for Teachers

http://www2.scholastic.com/browse/home.jsp?lnkid=TNav:home&ESP=Teachers/ib//acq/main_tnav_home///nav/txtl////
Scholastic for teachers is a free resource for lesson plans and activities.  There are also links for students to access interesting articles to enrich reading, science and social studies units.

3. U.S. Department of Education, Federal Resources for Educational Excellence

http://www.free.ed.gov/
Although not flashy or necessarily exciting, this Web site from the federal government offers research-based best practices and lesson plans for teachers.  It also offers educational videos and other opportunities to easily and practically include visual learners in lessons.

4. Visual Aids for Learning

http://www.visualaidsforlearning.com/products/index.htm
Admittedly another non-visually appealing Web site, Visual Aids for Learning is paradoxically visually useful.  Created with autistic students in mind, it offers free PDF printouts to help communicate norms and responses between the student and teacher and student and other students.  It’s helpful in special education and inclusion classrooms.

5. NCTM Illuminations: Resources for Teaching Math

http://illuminations.nctm.org/

Math, math, math, and more math: Illuminations is the Web site of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.  The Web site offers Web links, Lessons and Activities, all connected to NCTM’s standards-based research.  However, like any database of Web sites, some links are dead or have not been updated.

6. Discovery Education: Lesson Plans

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/
A free resource for a wide variety of lesson plans, this Web site can make lesson planning easier and can encourage teachers to be more creative.  The Web site also has a members-only section with excellent videos, especially for social studies teachers.

7. New York Times Learning Blog, The Learning Network
http://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/

Although somewhat in the name of self-promotion, The New York Times learning blog does offer some fun resources for teachers and students such as lesson plans, a daily news quiz, word of the day and student crossword puzzle.  

8. Reading Resource

http://www.readingresource.net/readingfluencyactivities.html
Teaching reading fluency is a task educators of students with Specific Learning Disabilities will face year after year, regardless of grade level.  This Web site offers practical worksheets and ideas for activities.  Nothing is better for a busy educator than having pre-prepared and printable worksheets.

9. National Geographic for Kids
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/

Much like Discovery and Scholastic, this Web site is a great resource for little learners.  Give a kid a computer and log them onto this Web site and they can have hours of educational fun.  And nothing is more enjoyable for teachers and students alike than taking a short break to look at animal pictures.

10. ABC Ya: Where Education and Technology Meet!

http://www.abcya.com/

This Web site offers a ton of online learning games.  One of the cutest games is “Railroad Patterns,” which can help little ones develop simple pattern and categorization skills.

